50 Years of Statehood of Sikkim

The State of Sikkim is unique in many ways that draw attention
from every corner of the world. The land echoes tales of divine
blessings, blending tradition and modernity in harmony, creating unity
in diversity with strong civic sense.

Sikkim became the 22" State of India in 1975, shifting from a
monarchy to a democracy. Since then, the state has had a 32-member
legislative assembly that ensures fair governance and public
participation.

Rivers Teesta and Rangeet meander through the mountains and
hills, providing water to the people for their needs and for life itself.
While the rivers help with farming and agriculture, they also weave
folklore of the land.

Mount Khangchendzonga, the tallest peak in the country, blesses
every being with radiating crepuscular rays over hills and homes.
The foundation of life itself has always revolved around maintaining
equilibrium between the flora and fauna and the human communities.
This very essence describes the sentiment of every Sikkimese.

The state has recorded forest land area that covers 82.31% of its
geographical area. More than 4500 flowering plants with 532 species
of wild, indigenous orchids, about 28 species of bamboo and over 300
species of ferns make it a botanist’s paradise. In the animal kingdom,
more than 600 species of birds and butterflies, red pandas, snow
leopards, musk deer, blue sheep, leopard cat, and flying squirrels are
some of the species found in this small state.

The remarkable biodiversity of Sikkim also earned the state the
first “Mixed Heritage” site of India in 2016, with Khangchendzonga
National Park that falls under one of the rare high-altitude national
parks of the country.

Since the time Sikkim became the 22" state of the Indian Union
in 1975, Sikkim has experienced changes that make it one of the most
distinctive states across the nation through its forward-thinking
approaches and people-oriented governance. The state pioneered
organic farming by establishing itself as India’s first fully organic state
through a quiet revolution, which combined traditional agricultural
practices with scientific methods. This policy move represented a
fundamental expression regarding identity control alongside ecological
intelligence. The organic agricultural output from Sikkim has evolved
into an important economic resource. Sikkim has emerged as an
exceptional eco-tourism destination, which demonstrates how local
people can gain from tourism while protecting vulnerable natural
environments. The tourism industry in Sikkim now functions as a
platform for cultural education while supporting local empowerment
throughvillage-run homestaysand elderly-led heritage walks. Theworld
discovers Sikkim’s monasteries along with its lakes and rhododendron

paths and biodiversity, but it learns about slow living together with
humility and coexistence. Sikkim has maintained a tourism policy
that differs from exploitative models by establishing a respectful and
responsible framework based on reciprocity. The modern tools of today
have been accepted by Sikkim in harmony with its cultural wealth. The
state continues to lead digital innovation through its high literacy rate
by implementing smart villages and electronic government services
and sustainable infrastructure.

Better infrastructure now exists throughout the mountains while
educational facilities have improved, and both physical and digital
connectivity have made significant advancements. Modernisation in
this state has preserved traditional practices because it has improved
them. Village knowledge centres coexist with monasteries, and solar-
powered homes exist in harmony with age-old stone dwellings. Youth
who previously migrated for education and employment now have
an opportunity to stay at home to establish startups while curating
cultural events and working on conservation projects, and developing
creative business ideas that reconnect them with their heritage.

The commemoration of Sikkim’s fifty years as an Indian state
is a journey of people, values, and landscapes. It is about how a small
state with a population of just over six lakh people has shown the world
that development does not have to come at the expense of identity, that
tradition does not have to be opposed to innovation, and that a deep
sense of belonging can drive bold futures. Sikkim is always reimagining
itself without ever forgetting who it is.

From the first hoisting of the Indian flag in Gangtok to the
establishment of institutions that empower its people, from the
preservation of Lepcha, Bhutia and Nepali languages to the digital
aspirations of the next generation, the story of Sikkim is not a straight
line but a beautifully winding path through mountains - each turn
offering a new vista, each step grounded in grace. In its quiet strength
and gentle wisdom, Sikkim shows us what it truly means to honour
one’s roots while reaching for the sky.

The Department of Posts proudly issues a commemorative stamp
marking 50 years of Sikkim’s statehood. It is a tribute to the state’s
progress and unique identity, and commemorates five decades of unity,
development, and contribution to the nation’s diversity.
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